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SDAG MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

Wednesday, May 15th, 2019 *3rd Wednesday*

Rising from the Ashes 

Presented by: Chuck Houser, CHg 
 

Where:                  The Alamo Mexican Cafe, San Diego 
 2543 Congress St., San Diego, CA 92110 (See Map) 
 
When:  5:30 pm ! Social Hour 
   6:30 pm ! Dinner 
   7:30 pm ! Presentation  
 
Dinner: Mexican Buffet  
 
Cost:   $30 Member, $35 Non-Member, $20 Students. 
 
Reservations: Make your reservation online at http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/Meetings.html  

no later than noon, Monday, May 13th. Reservations cannot be guaranteed 
after Monday at noon, but are always preferred over walk-ins. EARLY 
reservations well before the deadline are MUCH appreciated. 
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Map: 

Directions: FROM INTERSTATE 5: Take the Old Town Avenue exit.  Proceed east on 
Old Town Avenue.  Turn left onto San Diego Avenue and then left at the 
fork onto Congress Street.  The restaurant is located approximately three 
blocks to the north on the left (west) side of the street. 

  
FROM INTERSTATE 15:  Take Highway 163 south to Mission Valley 
and then take Interstate 8 west.  Take the Taylor Street/Hotel Circle exit 
and head west on Taylor Street.  Turn left (south) onto Congress Street.  
The restaurant is located approximately three blocks to the south on the 
right (west) side of the street.  
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RISING FROM THE ASHES 

Presented by: Chuck Houser, CHg 

Litigation support work has some unique challenges compared to more typical assessment work conducted 
by environmental consultants.  Several years ago, I was tasked with evaluating post-fire sedimentation in 
some former ponds on a north County property.  This required some innovation since there is as yet no 
"#$%&'$# (#)( (* +%)(%,-.%)/ 01"#-2%"# )*%$3 2"*4 01*)(-2%"# )*%$53 6"*7#8() $ike this afford the project geologist the 
opportunity to take a scientific approach and utilize investigation techniques that may not be justified on more 
typical projects.  This talk presents the process of evaluating the project needs and devising an investigation 
technique that would hopefully meet those needs.  The investigation was designed to allow observation of 
sediments (ash?) connected directly to the fire.  That goal was not met.  However, the results were somewhat 
surprising and turned out to be quite useful.  An underlying aspect to this presentation is an evaluation of 
investigation techniques and the need to use techniques capable of providing useful information. 

Chuck Houser is a geologist and project manager with SCS Engineers in San Diego. He has a 
9&8/#$*" *2 :8%#,8# +#-"## 2"*4 :&, ;%#-* :(&(# <,%=#")%(> 2"*4 ?@ABC &,+ & D&)(#"E) +#-"## 2"*4
SDSU from 1997. His undergraduate thesis was on structural controls and mineralogical indicators 
for the formation of pockets in the F$%G&'#(/ H D%,# %, 6&$&C &,+ /%) 4&)(#"E) (/#)%) I&) *, (/#
tectonic geomorphology and Quaternary history of the Old Woman Springs fault in the western 
Mojave Desert in San Bernardino County. 

His practice has included an emphasis in assessment and remediation of leaking underground 
storage tank sites. He has worked on numerous leaking UST sites in San Diego County, and has 
achieved closure of at least 20 cases over the past decade. 

 

SPEAKER BIO 
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June 26, 2019  
El Adobe in San Juan Capistrano 

*4th Wednesday* 

Joint Meeting with SCGS ! 0Recovering 
Our Future - The Past, Present, and 

Future of Coastal Wetlands3 

July, 2019 
TBD TBD 

August 28, 2019 
*4th Wednesday* Rob Hawk - TBD 

2019 SDAG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT:  Ken Haase; haase@geoconinc.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Adam Avakian; armenianmenace1@gmail.com 

SECRETARY:  Heather Reynolds; heather.reynolds@tetratech.com 

TREASURER:  Luke Weidman; lcweidman@gmail.com 

PUBLICATIONS:  Lowell Lindsay; Sunbelt Publications; Ph: (619) 258-4911, x111; 
     llindsay@sunbeltpub.com 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month may change to accommodate the 

speaker and meeting place schedules. Check the SDAG website for updates 
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SDAG !"#$%&#'()$ CORNER 

Hello SDAG! 
 
What an action packed meeting for May with 4 presentations being given during our meeting. Thank 
you to all the speakers! 
 
J/%) 4*,(/ I# /&=# *." *I, K/.8L M*.)#" -%=%,- /%) (&$LC NH%)%,- 2"*4 (/# O)/#)E5 M#E$$ -%=# )*4#
insight into some of his experiences doing assessments as an environmental consultant. That talk will 
be given at The Alamo in Old Town on May 15th, get your signups in! 
 
P." Q6 O+&4 O=&L%&, /&) -*((#, (/# +#(&%$) 2*" /%) RS?@ :;OT U%#$+ J"%1 (* PI#,E) Q&$$#>5 V**L 2*"
signup forms soon. 
 
Also, we are looking for sponsors for our June joint meeting with SCGS on June 26th. We will be at El 
Adobe in San Juan Capistrano. The details are, a $300 sponsorship gets you a dinner, a power point 
slide displayed during happy hour and dinner as well as a 3 minute presentation before our main 
speaker. A $125 sponsorship gets you a dinner and a power point slide displayed during happy hour 
and dinner. These sponsorships are a great way to reduce the cost for our members, advertise for 
your business, and help out students! 
 
Email me at haase@geoconinc.com %2 >*.E"# %,(#"#)(#+W 
 
See you at the Alamo on May 15th! 
 
Ken Haase 
2019 SDAG President 
Geocon, Inc.  
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What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is an automatic way for you to support the 4!0- ',3.$ )3$2$.,502
!$5,3&67 X:;T:Y :;OTE) ZS?X8YX[Y &) >*." 2&=*"%(# 1.'$%8 8/&"%(&'$# *"-&,%G&(%*,
every time you shop on Amazon at no cost to you at smile.amazon.com.   

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on 
AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable 
organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. 
Please select the San Diego Geological Society.  Amazon will remember your 
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result 
in a donation to SDGS (SDAG). 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases.  

How can I learn more about AmazonSmile? 

Please see complete AmazonSmile program details. 
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 SDAG Research Tool 
SDAG RESEARCH TOOL - Y F?H*7.3.A54T. :45-4A> ?G ,:: *,*.75 *<I:453.+ I6 D_Y[J 93.-3.7 ,5
,AA<,: G4.:+ -74* ><4+.I??;5 ?7 5*.F4,: *<I:4F,-4?A5J 45 A?9 ,T,4:,I:. ?A ?<7 9.I54-.E CA-74.5 ,7.
5?7-.+ I6 *74H,76 ,<-3?7J ?7 F37?A?:?>4F,::6 I6 +,-. ?G *<I:4F,-4?AJ 5-,7-4A> 94-3 ?<7 G475- ><4+.I??;
4A !1'"J G7?H P?,5- -? P,F-<5 4A "0!$J ,A+ G4A,::6 ?A -3. `<:4,A 8Z?,+ -? [?:+8 4A "0!'E 23.5. F,A I.
,FF.55.+ ?7 +?9A:?,+.+ ,5 E*+G G4:.5E 23.6 ,7. G<::6 5.,7F3,I:. 4A Y+?I. Z.,+.7 ?7 YF7?I,-J 5? 4G
6?< ,7. 7.5.,7F34A> , -?*4FJ a?4;?F765-a G?7 .U,H*:.J 6?< F,A 5.,7F3 G?7 -3,- ;.69?7+E 2345 :45-4A>
94:: I. <*+,-.+ ,5 A.9 I??;5 ,7. *<I:453.+E 23,A;5 -? [7.> O.-.75?A ,A+ =,7>45 b Y55?F4,-.5J ]AFEJ
G?7 H,;4A> -345 *?554I:.E D.. -3. :4A;5 I.:?9c

http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/SDAG_Pubs_authors.pdf 

http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/SDAG_Pubs_chronological.pdf 
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Interactive Fault Map for San Diego - Tijuana 
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I would like to thank Carolyn Glockhoff for her endless GIS work, Jim Quinn and the City for providing 
their data and time, Jerry Treiman with CGS for his time preparing the Surface Rupture and providing 
their new State fault data layer, and Luis Mendoza at CICESE for providing the faults south of the 
border.  Please contact Diane Murbach (dianemurbach@gmail.com), Chair for the SD-TJ Earthquake 
Scenario Working Group #1 - Earth Science, if you have any questions, or see any errors on this new 
fault map.  

Diane Murbach  (619) 865-4333 

Engineering Geologist, C.E.G. 

!!!"#$%&'()*+,-+()"(,#
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Request for 2019 SDAG/SDGS Publication Sponsors 
On behalf of the San Diego Geological Society, Inc. (SDGS), a public benefit 501(c)3 nonprofit 
educational corporation, we would like to request tax deductible Donations for our San Diego 
Association of Geologists (SDAG) group. The list of paid Sponsors and the forms to become a Sponsor 
are located on the SDAG web site at: http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/Sponsors.html. 

  

Your donation will further the SDGS mission to promote geology and related fields in the greater San 
Diego region, operating through the San Diego Association of Geologists (SDAG), a committee of 
SDGS.  To achieve our primary educational objective, we organize frequent field trips and maintain a 
program of monthly meetings featuring speakers on current geological topics.  We also publish field 
trip guidebooks and other publications related to geology and natural history.  We encourage 
scholarship and research by awarding scholarships from the elementary through graduate levels.   
With your $100 "EMERALD" donation, your name/business will be listed as a sponsor on the SDAG 
web site (http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/) and in the monthly SDAG meeting newsletters.  With 
your $500 "RUBY" or $1,000 or more "DIAMOND" level donation, your business card will also be 
included on the SDAG web site and in the monthly SDAG meeting newsletters.  In addition, as a 
0\?CSSS *" 4*"# ;]ODP^;3 $#=#$ +*,&(%*, >*. I%$$ '# 1"#)#,(#+ I%(/ & (/&,L >*. 1$&_.#5  

  

Should you have any questions regarding a Sponsorship, please contact our non-profit SDGS 
Secretary (Diane Murbach) at 619-865-4333. 

Call for Articles 
SDAG invites members to submit articles on their current research or an interesting project they are 
working on for publication in the monthly newsletter.  The article should be no more than 1 page in 
length.  Photos are welcomed; too. Please submit articles to the SDAG secretary via email. 
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Geo Job Listings 
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GEI Consultants, Inc. is a leading consulting engineering and environmental firm ranked #92 in the ENR 
top 500 (2018), with over 800 employees in multiple offices throughout the U.S. and Canada.  We serve 
hundreds of government, energy, industry and institutional clients, and have completed 50,000 project 
engagements throughout the United States, Canada, and more than 20 other countries.  Our technical 
experts are involved in dozens of specialty services emanating from our core solutions in water, energy, 
buildings, infrastructure and industrial.  

We are seeking a full-time Senior Engineering Geologist for our Carlsbad, CA office.  Experience in 
geologic investigations for dams and other water infrastructure projects is a plus. 

Essential Responsibilities & Duties  
! Manage the technical, financial, and client relationship aspects of a variety of geologic/geotechnical 

engineering projects throughout the country, with a geographic emphasis in California.   
! Prepare technical scopes of work and budgets for proposals, and prepare requests for proposals for 

subcontractor services. 
! Plan and lead the implementation of geologic/geotechnical site assessments and subsurface 

investigations, which include: field mapping, aerial photograph interpretation, rock and soil borings, 
surface and downhole geophysics, LiDAR analysis, preparation of technical reports, and providing 
technical oversight of subcontractors including review/approval of invoices and work proposals. 

! Participate actively in professional organizations and conferences; deliver presentations, and write 
technical papers. 

! Generate new business. 
! Prepare and deliver technical presentations to clients and regulators. 
! This position has a field component; travel, and some overnight travel are required. 

Minimum Qualifications  
! B.S. in Geology; M.S. is a plus. 
! P.G. and C.E.G. with registration in California. 
! 10+ years of previous professional experience in engineering geology. 
! Excellent technical report writing and communication skills. 
! Willingness and ability to travel on short-term assignments as needed. 
! Q&$%+ <5:5 +"%=#"E) $%8#,)#5 

GEI is an EEO/AA/M/F/Vet/Disability employer 

Apply here: https://jobs.ourcareerpages.com/job/396913 

For other opportunities within GEI, go to: https://geiconsultantsinc.ourcareerpages.com/ 
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Trevet is an Environmental and Engineering Consulting Firm headquartered in San Diego, CA.  We are 
seeking a full-time staff level Geologist or Environmental Scientist.  Two to five years of experience 
!"#$#""#%& '( ) *+,+*-* ) .)/0#12"34 %#5"## +, 5#212567 #,5+,##"+,57 2" ) "#1)(#% 4/+#,(+$+/ %+4/+!1+,# +4
required.  Must be eligible to work in the United States, and on Department of Defense installations.  Ability 
to travel for extended duration (2 to 3 weeks) is required. The ideal candidate will possess great attention to 
detail, excellent written and verbal communication skills, and ability to work independently and within a team.  
 
Duties will include a combination of field and office related tasks.   
 
Field experience should include: 
 

! Installation of soil borings using multiple drilling methods 
! Describing soil using the USCS and ASTM classification systems 
! Installing and abandoning groundwater monitoring wells 
! Field sampling of groundwater, soil, and soil gas 
! Remediation system operation and sampling 

Field work may be performed at project sites with environmental media (e.g., soil, sediment, groundwater, 
surface water, etc.) that has been impacted with hazardous substances and/or hazardous wastes. 

Office experience should include: 
! Field data collection, analysis, and interpretation 
! Preparation of data in visual, graphical, and tabular formats 
! Technical report writing 

Other Requirements 

Familiarity with CERCLA/RCRA requirements 

OSHA 40-Hour HAZWOPER Training with current 8-hour refresher class preferred. 

Trevet is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Please apply at 

http://www.trevetinc.com/ 
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MP Materials, Mountain Pass, CA 

Seeking Industrial Hygienist/Radiation Safety Officer 

Please contact: 

Chris Baker 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
m: 562.331.4507 
cbaker@mpmaterials.com | www.mpmaterials.com 
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PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 
If you would like to submit a photo, email them to secretary@sandiegogeologists.org and I will try 
and put them in the newsletter.  Provide a short description of the picture. 

Photograph by: Alrosa 

Topic: The Zarya diamond 

Source: MINING.com Staff 

 4Alrosa's (MCX:ALRS) International mine produced this month the largest gem-quality diamond seen in 
the past two years. 

In a press release, the world's top diamond miner by output revealed that the stone weighs 
118.91 carats, displays a light yellow overblown, has salient edges, one of them with cleavage, 
and has small inclusions in the central zone.7 

 

Full Article: http://www.mining.com/alrosa-recovers-large-diamond-international-pipe/ 
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Hargis + Associates, Inc. is an environmental consulting firm specializing in 
hydrogeology and engineering. We are headquartered in San Diego, California 
and have offices in Mesa and Tucson, Arizona. Our practice areas include all 
aspects of hydrogeology and engineering.  
 
As a client service organization, we pride ourselves in being attentive and 
efficient in meeting our client's needs and solving their problems. In addition to 
our technical expertise, communication and responsive coordination are 
hallmarks of our reputation. 
 
We invite you to explore our website to learn more about our firm and the 
services we provide. We welcome the opportunity to discuss our consulting 
expertise directly with you. 
Contact: Dr. David R. Hargis  

H&P Mobile Geochemistry is an industry-leading provider of environmental lab services. With ten mobile labs and five 
+%"#8( 1.)/ )&41$%,- (".8L) &,+ .,1&"&$$#$#+ #`1#"%#,8#C Ma6E) "#1#"(*%"# *2 #,=%"*,4#,(&$ $&' )#"=%8#) %,8$.+#) 4&,>
forms of environmental lab sampling techniques all the way to on site field analysis services. H&P has successfully and 
accurately performed environmental lab services delivering quality results to our clients for over 16 years. 
2470 Impala Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92010  
(800) 834-9888                                                               Contact: Louise Adams or Suzie Nawikas  
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Atlas Excavating & Breakers has been providing operated equipment 
rentals and excavating services to contractors & geologists in San Diego 
and Riverside counties since 1991. We offer Mini Ex., 4x4 Backhoe & 
$&"-# #`8&=&(*") .1 (* bZCSSS 1*.,+)5 0cS M*." M&G d/*11#"3 ("&%,#+
operator.  Asphalt/concrete removal & replacement. 

Contact: Barry Anderson                                       760-754-1337 

   EXCAVATING,  

   DEMOLITION, BREAKERS 
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Add yourself to this list - Sponsors, Corporate Sponsors, and Patrons provide a significant portion of 
:;T:E) &,+ :;OTE) *1#"&(%,- &,+ )8/*$&")/%1 '.+-#()5 :;T: %) & ZS?X8Y[ 1.'$%8 '#,#2%( ,*,1"*2%(
educational corporation. For more information, please see our Sponsorship Form 
http://www.sandiegogeologists.org/SponsorForm.pdf. 


