
 SDAG - 1 Original 11/4/2010 

!

"#$!%&'()!#"")*&#+&)$!),!(')-)(&"+"!
www.sandiegogeologists.org 

 

 

!

"%#(!.''+&$(!#$$)/$*'.'$+!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH, 2010 

 

“Dead Oil in the San Diego Subsurface” 
!"#$#%&#'()* !

Eleanora (Norrie) Robbins, PhD (SDSU) 

 
 
Where: Catalina Room (southern end of MVCC)  SEE MAP 

Marina Village Conference Center 
1936 Quivira Way, San Diego, CA 92109  

When: 5:30 pm – Social Hour 
 6:30 pm – Dinner 
 7:15 pm – Program 

Directions:  FROM INTERSTATE 5: Take the SEA WORLD DRIVE exit. From SEA WORLD DRIVE, 
take WEST MISSION BAY DRIVE on your right. When you see the large green sign that 
says QUIVIRA ROAD, get in the farthest left of the two left turn lanes. Turn left, go one 
very short block and turn left again. Drive about one half mile and MARINA VILLAGE will 
be on your right. 

 
 FROM INTERSTATE 8: Take the WEST MISSION BAY DRIVE exit to the right. You will 

be on INGRAHAM STREET for a short distance from which you will take the next exit 
marked WEST MISSION BAY DRIVE on your right. When you see the large green sign 
that says QUIVIRA ROAD, get in the farthest left of the two left turn lanes. Turn left, go 
one very short block and turn left again. Drive about one half mile and MARINA VILLAGE 
will be on your right. 

 

Dinner: Thanksgiving Buffet. Beverage station, dessert, cash bar.  
 

Cost: $30 per person, $5 discount for members, STUDENTS: $20.  Add $5 if you did not 
make a reservation 

 
Reservations: Make your reservation online at www.sandiegogeologists.org no later than 

noon, Monday, November 15th. 
 

RESERVATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER MONDAY AT 12 NOON. 
IF YOU DO NOT MAKE A RESERVATION, WE CANNOT GUARANTEE YOU A MEAL. 
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PRESIDENT – Bryan Miller-Hicks; Cuyamaca College; Ph: (619) 733-3724; bryanmillerhicks@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT – Chuck Houser; SCS Engineers; Ph: (858) 571-5500; CHouser@scsengineers.com 

SECRETARY – Todd Wirths; Ninyo & Moore; Ph: (858) 576-1000, x2101; twirths@ninyoandmoore.com or todd@wirths.com 

TREASURER –  Cari Gomes; sdagtreas@sandiegogeologists.org  

PUBLICATIONS – Lowell Lindsay; Sunbelt Publications; Ph: (619) 258-4911, x111; fax:(619) 258-4916; llindsay@sunbeltpub.com 

WEBMASTER – Carolyn Glockhoff; Caro-Lion Enterprises, Ph: (858) 549-3396; carolyn@caro-lion.com 
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As the last week of October draws to a close while I am writing this, geology and geologic processes 
are in the news again.  In one of the most dangerous and active corners of the world, a significant 
earthquake generated a tsunami on Monday which took some 272 lives on the Mentawai Islands, just 
west of Sumatra.  Also on Monday and then again on Tuesday, the active volcano, Mt. Merapi in 
central Java, erupted, and has killed about 30, possibly from pyroclastic flows. 
 
Geologic hazards and disasters always make the news broadcasts and websites, of course.  The 
spectacular and (relatively) infrequent events are often the only times that the public in general thinks 
about geology and geologists.  Not that there is much wrong with that: volcanoes, earthquakes, etc. 
draw the curious, even snag the undecided freshman or sophomore college student.  Having been 
one of those unsuspecting sophomores, I quickly became hooked by the "wow" factors of alarming 
geologic events.  Then, the chance to see some spectacular scenery and landscapes, which our 
planet presents to those willing to look and wonder, started to take hold.  In my case, the magical 
glaciated landscapes of New England, the kettle lakes and drumlins, were the main draw at first.  
Then my relocation to Oregon, with its Crater Lake, its Cascade ramparts dividing lush western 
valleys from the eastern drylands, opened my eyes much, much wider, and volcanoes became my 
favorite part of geology.  Of course, I didn't take the direct path from college to the observatory at 
Mauna Loa or such, but volcanoes still fascinate. 
 
The public, of course, thinks of and experiences mega events in the "now", without knowing about and 
understanding the enormous amount of patient and not-so-spectacularly newsworthy work done by 
the geochemists, the petrologists, et al.  Observation and recording of events is one part of our 
science; understanding often comes after logging the hard hours with the chemical crucibles, the rock 
pulling, pushing and breaking machines, and the microscope, among others pieces of equipment and 
lab techniques. 
 
Our speaker this month has done much of this kind of patient, eye-straining work.  In her years with 
the USGS, Dr. Norrie Robbins worked as an economic biogeologist/palynologist....looking at tiny 
things with big, important stories to tell.  We are happy to have our friend Norrie this month, telling 
tales of "Dead Oil".  A couple of weeks past Halloween perhaps, but hey, pretty close.  So, a reminder 
to all of us, that the very small, the quiet, the unspectacular, have things to say.  And we need to 
remind our non-geologist friends of this, as they are seated, transfixed by the latest big TV geologic 
disaster. 
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING, EVERYONE! 
 
--  
Bryan Miller-Hicks 
Certified Engineering Geologist 
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Come join us on November 13 as we explore the remnants of the ruins of the St. Francis Dam 
that failed catastrophically in March of 1928, resulting in the deaths of approximately 450 
people.  We will be reviewing the geological setting of the dam site and potential causes for 
the failure while contextualizing the history of the dam within the history of the growth of Los 
Angeles.  As we get closer to the day of our trip, those of you who respond will be provided 
with some materials to review before the hike and exploration.  We encourage you to visit our 
facebook page (Geologists Drinking Beer) and respond there.  Please, forward this 
announcement and invite your friends and other geo-friendly folks. 
 
The hiking will be moderately strenuous and may total up to 4 miles depending on what you plan to do.  
The site is approximately 10 miles north of Santa Clarita along San Francisquito Canyon Rd.  A map will 
be provided to those who reply.  A forest service adventure pass is required for all vehicles, so please 
bring one.  If you do not know how to get one please contact us ahead of time so we can work out a 
purchase agreement.  Carpooling is recommended. We will be following up the reconnaissance by 
returning to a local watering hole in Orange County.   
 
We will meet onsite at 10 am on 11/13/2010.  Cell phone reception is generally terrible in the canyon so 
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please remember to print out your directions. Beers to follow at: TBD. Things to bring: Sturdy Shoes, 
Plenty of Water, Forest Service Adventure Pass, Camera, Sunscreen. 
Helpful Links:  
Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Francis_Dam  
USGS photo tour : http://libraryphoto.cr.usgs.gov/cgi-
bin/search.cgi?search_mode=noPunct&free_form=St.+Francis+Dam+Flood  
Dr. J David Rogers website documenting much of what we will see 
http://web.mst.edu/~rogersda/st_francis_dam/  
We look forward to seeing you there!  
Jeff Miller 
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The Nielsen Environmental Field School is very pleased to announce that the complete schedule of 
presentations for the 2011 North American Environmental Field Conference & Exposition is now 
posted on the event web site at www.envirofieldconference.com.  This annual Conference, which will be 
held in San Diego, CA for the first time, is presented by The Nielsen Environmental Field School and 
sponsored by the American Institute of Hydrology, the American Institute of Professional Geologists, 
ASTM International, the Groundwater Resources Association of California, H & P Mobile Geochemistry, 
Schlumberger Water Services, Princeton Groundwater, and CRC Press/Taylor & Francis Publishers.  
Past events have attracted more than 1700 environmental professionals from around the world.  
Representatives from 19 different countries attended the 2010 Conference in Tampa, Florida. 
 
The Conference, which will be held January 10-13, 2011 at the Hilton San Diego Resort & Spa on 
Mission Bay in San Diego, California, features a unique combination of presentations focused on the 
theme of the meeting, “Advances and Innovations in Environmental Site Characterization, Sampling, 
Monitoring and Remediation Technology”, including: 
 

! A Conference featuring 58 invited platform papers discussing cutting-edge field-based 
environmental technology presented by the world’s leading experts in their fields; 

Register Now
To save $200 off the Standard Event Registration Fee 

Early Registration Ends November 9 
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! A special platform paper session featuring an additional 9 papers on the response to the Gulf of 

Mexico oil spill; 
 

! More than 75 hours of interactive indoor workshops presented by the field’s top researchers and 
practitioners; 

 
! More than 30 hours of hands-on, interactive outdoor workshops and equipment demonstrations 

featuring the latest environmental field methods and equipment; and 
 

! An educational Exposition featuring 59 indoor and outdoor exhibits of state-of-the-science 
environmental equipment and services. 

 
Detailed information on the Conference schedule, event registration and hotel accommodations can be 
found at the event web site or by e-mailing The Nielsen Environmental Field School at 
info@envirofieldschool.com. 
 
Contact:  
David M. Nielsen, Event Coordinator 
The Nielsen Environmental Field School 
9600 Achenbach Canyon Rd. 
Las Cruces, NM  88011 
Phone: (575) 532-5535, Fax: (575) 532-5978, e-mail: info@envirofieldschool.com 
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Paleontological Field Monitor Position: The Department of Paleontology at the San Diego Natural 
History Museum has openings for paleontological field monitors. Both a full time position with benefits 
and part time temporary positions (without benefits) are available. All work is funded through contracts. 
Work will include field monitoring of construction-related exposures of potentially fossiliferous 
sedimentary rocks (Cenozoic and upper Mesozoic marine and/or non-marine rock units) in the Southern 
California region. Field monitors will be expected to collect exposed fossils and record relevant 
stratigraphic and taphonomic data. Opportunities for fossil preparation are also possible. Depending on 
experience, the field monitor may also be involved in preparing final reports of findings. Must be able to 
lift at least 50 lbs and have a valid Driver’s License.  
 
Requirements: A minimum of a B.S. in geology or a related discipline with an emphasis in paleontology. 
Experience in field paleontology and stratigraphy is preferred. Salary is dependent upon the applicant’s 
experience. For general information about our paleontology mitigation program, please visit 
http://www.paleoservices.org 
 
Start date: 15 November 2010 
 
Please mail or email resumes to: 
 
Melissa Soetaert (paleo@sdnhm.org; 619-255-0309) 
 
Department of Paleontology 
San Diego Natural History Museum 
P.O. Box 121390 
San Diego, CA 92112-1390 
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